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BRIEF COMMUNICATION 

On the reading of the 'Phags-pa seal of Galdan Boshogtu Khan 

by 
MIYOKO NAKANO 

Sapporo 

Professor J.R.Krueger's "Three Oirat-Mongolian Diplomatic Docu- 
ments of 1691", Central Asiatic Journal , vol. XII, No. 4 (1969), 
289-295, deals with a 'Phags-pa seal of Galdan Boshogtu Khan. 
The enlarged photo-reproduction of it is given in Fig. 3 (p. 289). 

Professor Krueger's tentative reading of its inscription is as 
follows : 

dgah-ldan 
ť 'Galdan' ' 

biden hyin 
' 'our word' ' (reading uncertain) 

bošogťu, qan "Boshogtu Khan" 

The reading of the first and third columns is no doubt acceptable, 
but it is possible to propose a different version for the second column. 

The lower part of the second column is clearly read as hdzin. The 
letter form denoting the sibilant dz appears only in Tibetan seals, 
and was never seen in any Mongolian/Chinese 'Phags-pa documents 
of thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, which denote the sibilant dz 
as s or its derivative forms. 

As the available reproduction of the seal is quite illegible, the 
upper part of the second column is hardly decipherable. My tenta- 
tive reading is bden. Thus the whole inscription of the seal is: 

dgah-ldan 
' 'Galdan' ' 

bden-hdzin "[who] is believed to be true" 
bošogťu qan "Boshogtu Khan" 

The word bden-hdzin means "to believe to be true" (see H.A. 
Jäschke's Tibetan-English Dictionary , p. 271a), fg JÇ 
?E Ü" (see S tì jfig, Tibetan-Chinese Dictionary , Peking, 
1957, p. 424b), or "to grasp the truth" (see S.H. Buck's Tibetan- 
English Dictionary y with Supplement, Washington, 1969, p. 535 a). 
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BRIEF COMMUNICATION 215 

My reading, bden-hdzin , may still hardly be acceptable, as I have 
been unable to find the word bden-hdzin in connection with Galdan 
or other rulers in Mongolia. The author wishes that readers will 
provide some more material for reading this seal inscription. 

This content downloaded from 141.211.4.224 on Mon, 15 Jun 2015 21:01:26 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	p. [214]
	p. 215

	Issue Table of Contents
	Central Asiatic Journal, Vol. 15, No. 3 (1971) pp. 161-240
	Front Matter
	NOTE SUR UN TERME DES DOCUMENTS PRĀKRITS KRORAINIQUES D'ASIE CENTRALE [pp. 161-163]
	ANTOINE MOSTAERT, C.I.C.M.: Aug. 10, 1881-June 2, 1971 [pp. 164-169]
	THE BALANCE BETWEEN CENTRALIZATION AND DECENTRALIZATION IN THE TRADITIONAL TIBETAN POLITICAL SYSTEM: An Essay on the Nature of Tibetan Political Macro-Structure [pp. 170-182]
	ROMULUS UND REMUS MIT DER WÖLFIN AUS NORDTADSHIKISTAN: Ein Beitrag zu den byzantinisch-türkischen Beziehungen im 6. Jahrhundert [pp. 183-185]
	ZUR HERKUNFT DER ERSTEN ACKERBAUERVÖLKER TURKMENIENS [pp. 186-191]
	THE "TÜMED MANUSCRIPT" OF INJANNASI'S "KÖKE SUDUR" [pp. 192-201]
	LES RECHERCHES CONCERNANT L'ECRITURE ET LA LANGUE SI-HIA [pp. 202-210]
	GRABDENKMÄLER: als Zeugen “angewandter Geologie” in der Provinz Paktia (SE-Afghanistan) [pp. 211-213]
	BRIEF COMMUNICATION: On the reading of the 'Phags-pa seal of Galden Boshogtu Khan [pp. 214-215]
	REVIEWS
	Review: untitled [pp. 216-217]
	Review: untitled [pp. 217-219]
	Review: untitled [pp. 219-221]
	Review: untitled [pp. 222-224]
	Review: untitled [pp. 224-225]
	Review: untitled [pp. 225-226]
	Review: untitled [pp. 226-227]
	Review: untitled [pp. 227-228]
	Review: untitled [pp. 228-230]
	Review: untitled [pp. 230-230]
	Review: untitled [pp. 230-233]
	Review: untitled [pp. 233-234]
	Review: untitled [pp. 235-236]
	Review: untitled [pp. 236-236]
	Review: untitled [pp. 237-237]
	Review: untitled [pp. 237-238]
	Review: untitled [pp. 238-239]
	Review: untitled [pp. 239-239]
	Review: untitled [pp. 239-239]
	Review: untitled [pp. 239-240]

	Back Matter



